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I dedicate Rahavard English to:
My NIECES and NEPHEWS and all YOUNG IRANIANS
who are born in diaspora, hungry & eager to learn about Iran
but can not read Persian (Farsi).

From The Desk of THE EDITOR:

POWERFUL WOMEN OF
PERSIA
1

It is Essential for all Iranian Women to
Know and understand their glorious
history. Without it, We will not be able to
PLANT OUR PLACE in the FUTURE.
Introduction
This article is dedicated to some of the Most Powerful Women of Persia that
never received the historical recognition they deserved, due to accidents of
history.
The significant role of women in Ancient Persia both horrified and fascinated the
ancient Greek and Roman male-dominated societies.
Women in Persia were very Honored and Revered. They often held important &
influential positions in the Court, Ministries, Military, State, Treasury, and other
official administrative positions. 1
According to The Fortification Tablets at the Ruins of Persepolis:
• Men and women were represented in identical professions
1- www.persepolis.nu/
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They received equal payments as skilled laborers
Gender was not a criterion at all (unlike our modern world).
New mothers and pregnant women even received wages far above those of their
male co-workers in order to show appreciation.
Women enjoyed a high level of gender equality before the imposition of the
dark, backward, and pernicious Abrahamic ideologies (Judaism, Christianity,
and especially Islam)

There is much evidence that the principles of Zoroastrianism lay
the core foundation to the first (Declaration of Human Rights)
in the Persian Empire set by Cyrus the Great, since the rulers of
Persia were Zoroastrians and relatively liberal and progressive.
After the Arab invasion upon Persia which destroyed Equal rights, Freedom of
speech and Freedom of religion and replaced those factors with central primitive
brutal government, prejudice and slavery.

PANTEA ARTESHBOD
COMMANDERS OF THE ELITE FORCE
570 525 B.C.E (Before Current Era)
Pantea Arteshbod was one of the greatest Persian
commanders during the reign of Cyrus the Great (559–
530 B.C.E.).
She was the wife of General Aryasb (Achaemenid
Arteshbod). She played an important role in keeping
law & order in Babylonia after the conquest of the
Neo-Babylonian Empire in 547 B.C.E. by Cyrus the
Great.
Commander Pantea truly was an important and sensitive military commander
whose presence on the ancient battlefield made a difference to the outcome of the
battle and played a part in building up the tapestry of ancient military Achievement.
۲۰۱۸ / ۱۳۹۶ زﻣﺴٮﺎن
،۱۲۱ ﺼﻠٮﺎﻣﻪی "رهآورد" ﮶ﲰﺎرهی
﮲ڡ ﮲
﮴

( 345 )

Pantea and General Aryasb were the commanders of the elite force of Persian
soldiers who performed the dual roles of both Imperial Guard and standing army
during the Persian Empire’s expansion. They formed the elite core of the Persian
army in times of war and the royal guard in times of peace in Persian Achaemenid
Empire. In Persian folklore, Pantea was the most beautiful and toughest woman in
all of Asia and kept her face covered with an intimidating Battle Mask during war to
protect her face but also to prevent men from falling in love with her.
The name Pantea means: Strong (in Old Persian) and “all the gods” or “all the
flowers” (in Greek).

MANDANA
PRINCESS (QUEEN), & MOTHER OF CYRUS THE
GREAT
600 559 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Mandana (Mandane) was a Median princess, daughter
of the mighty King Astyages and later, the Queen consort
of Cambyses of Anshan and mother of Cyrus the Great,
(ruler of Persia’s Achaemenid Dynasty and the writer
of the first declaration of human rights, named: Cyrus
Cylinder).
Queen Mandana is a central character in legends describing Cyrus the Great’s early
years. According to ancient Greek historian Herodotus, after the birth of Cyrus,
King Astyages had a strange dream that his Magi (Court Magician) interpreted as
a sign that his grandson would eventually overthrow him. He then ordered his
steward Harpagus to get rid of the boy. Harpagus, morally unable to do so hid the
child with a shepherd named Mitridates.
Cyrus grew up without knowing that he came from a Royal Bloodline. According
to this legend, Cyrus would eventually defy his grandfather, King Astyages, leading
to a great war between them; as the dream had forecast.
There are references to Mandana’s death as 559 B.C.E. in the history books.
King Darius the Great named his daughter Mandana after her.
The name Mandana means: “Eternal”
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CASSANDANE SHAHBANU
NOBLEWOMAN QUEEN EMPRESS
575 519 B.C.E. (BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Cassandane Shahbanu was an Achaemenid Persian
noblewoman, the daughter of Pharnaspes and the
beloved wife of Cyrus the Great. She bore four children:
Cambyses II (who succeeded his father and conquered
Egypt), Smerdis (Bardiya) who also reigned as the king
of Persia for a short time and a mighty daughter named
Atusa. Princess Atusa later played an important role in
Achaemenid royal house. Cyrus loved his Queen Cassandane dearly and when she
died the entire empire observed a great mourning. He never recovered from the
grief of losing her and stayed inactive for nearly a decade after her death. Behind
every great man there’s a great woman and vice versa!
There is a report in the Chronicle of Nabonidus that, when the king’s wife died, there
was a long lasting public mourning in Persia along with all the twenty-five nations
that were part of the empire. Queen Cassandane was buried in the tower called
Zendaan-e Solaymaan at Pasargadae Persia.
The name Cassandane means: “Creation of Glory” in Old Persian and “She who
entangles men” in Greek

ATUSA SHAHBANU
PRINCESS DIRECTOR OF PALACE AFFAIRS EMPRESS
550 475 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Atusa Shahbanu (Atossa) was the Empress of the Persian
Achaemenid Empire, wife of the mighty Persian
Achaemenid King Darius the Great (522–486 B.C.E.),
daughter of Cyrus the Great and Queen Cassandane,
a half-sister of Cambyses II and the mother of Xerxes
the Great (Kheshayar Shah).
Ancient Greek historians of the era remarks that the
formidable Atusa had all the power. She had a great authority in the Achaemenid
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royal house and her marriage with Darius I is suggested to be because of her
power and influence and also the fact that she was a direc t descendent of Cyrus
the Great.
When her mother Cassandane died all the nations of the Persian empire observed
a great mourning that lasted for months. Atusa was the director of palace affairs.
She had a saying in deciding who would be send on military missions. She made
sure that Xerxes became the successor of Emperor Darius the Great and not his
eldest son Artobazanes. The invention of old Persian script is attributed to her.
According to the legends Atusa also had a very strong women’s intuition and sixth
sense which the King strongly admired and followed. Atusa is well mentioned in
the Persepolis Fortification Tablets, an administrative archive from Persepolis. She
was very wealthy with her own administration and massive personal army. Atusa
& Darius the Great followed in the footsteps of Cyrus the Great, and respected the
culture, language and religion of subdued nations and considered all nations equal
in terms of their rights.
The name Atusa means: Beautiful body (Alternative spellings are: Atoosa, Atousa,
or Atossa.)
Picture:Emperor Darius The Great (Darius I) with his mighty Queen, Atusa Shahbanu

ARTUNIS
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
540 500 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Lieutenant Artunis Was the Commander of the
Achaemenid Persian Army and the daughter of Artebaz,
Sepahbod (Lieutenant General) during the reign of
Darius the Great. She was a mighty brave woman.
The name Artunis means: True and faithful
Picture: Lieutenant Artunis discussing battle strategy
with one of her female soldiers
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PHAIDYME SHAHBANU
NOBLEWOMAN QUEEN EMPRESS
535 490 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Phaidyme Shahbanu
was an Achaemenid Queen and the daughter of the
Persian noble Otanes, one of the seven conspirators
who helped Darius the Great to assume the throne.
She was the wife of king Smerdis (Bardya) who was
allegedly killed and replaced with a false pretender
to the throne (Gaumata). According to the Greek
Historians she was the first to realize there is something wrong. In bed she feels for
the absent ears of her husband while he is making love to her in the dark; and so
begins the legendary story about the overthrow of the Magi (Court Magician) who
pretends to be the king by the seven aristocrats.
The name Phaidyme is a Hellenized form of an unidentified Old Persian name.

IRDABAMA
HISTORICAL BUSINESS WOMAN
520 470 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Irdabama
Was a highly Successful Historical Business Woman.
She was a major formidable landowner and controlled
a huge workforce.
She ran her own wine and grain business at the
time of Xerxes the Great. The fortification tablets
at Persepolis contain information about her wealth,
workshops and hundreds of workers of both sexes. She had her own seal which
meant great prestige and power. Irdabama proved that possession of enormous
property, wealth and good social standing was not limited to Royal women and
that everything was possible with hard work and determination. Her non-Royal
ranks with considerable estate, influence and autonomy. She is also well mentioned
in international history books.
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Irdabama was just one of the many successful and powerful business women in
the ancient Persian World. Most of them had the power to use their own seals
and letterheads indicating not only their autonomy and independence, but the
existence of an equal social system which accepted the authority and independence
of women.Worth to mention is that over a half millennium after Irdabama, in
Europe, Roman women were not allowed to own their very own business and land.
They were not allowed even to make suggestions.
Also, women belonging to wealthy families didn’t work. Work was reserved thus
for slaves and for the lower classes according to Roman and Greek historians.
The name Irdabama is a Hellenized form of an unidentified Old Persian name.

AMESTRIS SHAHBANU
NOBLEWOMAN QUEEN EMPRESS
510 460 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Amestris Shahbanu
Was the beautiful daughter of Otanes (A Persian
nobleman mentioned in the Histories of Herodotus as
a defender of the idea of democracy.) and the early wife
of Emperor Xerxes the Great (prior to Esther), mother
of King Artaxerxes and Queen of Persia. When Darius
died in 486 BC, Amestris was married to the crown
prince, Xerxes. She was also an Achaemenid Military Commander and her mother
was a Arteshbod General of the Imperial Army. Amestris was known to have been
poorly regarded by biased ancient Greek historians. She had the reputation to be
more bloodthirsty than any Persian king had ever been against those who broke
the law, in order to set a precedent for the importance of the rule of law in the
empire. Queen Amestris was a great and very strict law-giver.
Worth to mention is that after her death King Darius II of Persia named his
daughter Amestris after her in the year 413 B.C.E.
The name Amestris means: Friend, companion (Comes from Old Persian Amaˉstrıˉ
with the meaning Strong woman,
Picture: Emperor Xerxes the Great (Kheshayar Shah) with his early wife Amestris
Shahbanu
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GRAND ADMIRAL ARTEMISIA
GRAND ADMIRAL OF THE PERSIAN NAVY
500 450 B.C.E.(BEFORE CURRENT ERA)
Grand Admiral Artemisia became the ruler of
Halicarnassius (A Greek City-State and a colony of Persian
Empire). She ruled under the over-lordship of the
Persian Emperor Xerxes I (Kheshayar Shah). She was
the legendary Grand Admiral and leader of the Persian
Navy. She was Xerxes’ great love.
A great powerful, independent and intelligent woman
who won many battles during the Achaemnid Dynasty Era.
When the Persian King Xerxes went to war against Greece in 480 B.C.E, Artemisia
led her powerful ships and helped Xerxes defeat the Greeks in the beginning phases
of naval battle of Salamis.
Ancient Greek historian Herodotus (Father of History) writes, apparently quite
embarrassed:
“It seems to me a marvel that she - a woman - should have taken part in
the campaign against Greece. The Athenians resented women in arms, says
Herodotus.”
The Greeks offered a reward of 10,000 drachmas for capturing Artemisia’s head,
but no one succeeded in winning the prize. Understand that back then Persia was
the sole superpower of the globe and Greece consisted of tens of separated and
scattered city-states, each played their own tunes and they were busy fighting each
other all the time. Some of these city-states were pro Persia, some were anti Persia,
some were neutral and some were even parts of Persia as protectorates!
Admiral Artemisia became a living legend and a role model for all the women in the
Empire and the known civilized World.
The name Artemisia means: The great speaker of truth
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ARTEMISIA’S LOVE STORY WITH XERXES THE GREAT
Grand Admiral Artemisia was sexy, strong, built, a typical athletic woman with
beauty and culture. She made an oath to get Xerxes, the Great King of Persia. She
was nuts about him. There was something about Xerxes that drove her crazy!
Xerxes was a great military mind himself. Xerxes was also a great flirt, a playboy,
Ladies man, and a very arrogant aristocrat. Capturing his heart was a great task to
do for Artemisia.
To win Xerxes’ heart she had to impress him militaristically! Xerxes had seen it
all, he had women throwing themselves at him from all parts of his empire, from
Chinese border in the East and Aristocrats from Ariana and Bakhtar Satrapies,
all the way to Greek colonies of Persian Empire in the West and Europe to the
Northern borders of Africa, Egypt in south!
Persian Empire being the only Super Power in the known world back then,
Grand Admiral Artemisia wanted high position and command in Persian Court
to establish her absolute power and authority in the Persian Achaemenid Court.
Artemisia saw life as a large battlefield!
She eventually impressed Xerxes by her Navy campaigns and bravery in battlefield.
She gave naval support to Xerxes and Mardoniuses forces. She fought in the battle
like a man. She showed military genius and ingenuity. She impressed Xerxes and
captured his heart and accomplished getting a high position in Persian government.
Xerxes had never seen a woman quite like her! Artemisia became his lover and his
greatest love, yet he never married her.
Funny how Xerxes later ended up marrying Esther his Jewish Princess!
It was destiny for Esther to come along in the years ahead and to steal Xerxes’ heart
again!
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QUEEN ESTHER OF ACHAEMENID
EMPIRE
Esther (born as Hadassah, orphaned as a child and
under protection of her cousin Mordecai) is the heroine
of the Biblical Book of Esther. She was the Persia’s First
Jewish Queen of the Achaemenid empire and wife of
King Xerxes. Mordecai overheard a plot to kill the king,
revealed the plot and was awarded the king’s apparel
and insignia. Haman the grand vizier, commanded
Mordecai to do obeisance to him. Mordecai’s refused.
Haman in revenge informed the king that the Jews were disloyal, and asked
permission to exterminate this race. The king issued a proclamation ordering the
general extermination of all the Jews within the empire. Esther unaware of the
decree until advised by Mordecai, invited the king and Haman to a two night
banquet. At the second banquet, when the king was sufficiently beguiled by her
charms, Esther revealed her identity as a Jew, and accused Haman of the plot
to destroy her and her people. The king ordered that Haman should be hanged,
appointed Mordecai as his prime minister and issued a decree authorizing the Jews
to defend themselves. The Jews established an annual feast of Purim on Adar 13th
in memory of their deliverance.
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Habib Elghanayan:
A True Visionary
Sholeh Shams Shahbaz
On the afternoon of Sun, Oct 15, 2017, Commemoration of a Legendary Leader:
The Late HABIB ELGHANAYAN was presented by the Iranian American Jewish
Federation at Saban Theatre with nearly 1800 in attendance. His contribution
to Iran’s economy and overall well-being of the community for nearly 50 years
up until the 1979 revolution, is truly remarkable. Younger generation who are
not exposed to that era’s history were thrilled to learn that their homeland was
served and cared for by someone like Habib Elghanyan who stayed to serve his
community till the end. Elghanayan’s contributions have impacted the country todate after nearly four decades.
I had the honor of editing and publishing a beautiful book on his life & legacy,
which along with a DVD about his life was provided to all guests as memorabilia.
Thank you IAJF and especially Mr. Manoucher Nazarian, Mrs. Susan Azizzadeh,
Elaheh Brokhim, Susan Eshaghian and Shirin Rabban and Elham Yaghoubian for
this wonderful commemoration honoring the legacy of a true community leader,
humanitarian, visionary and changemaker of his time –
Habib (Habibollah) Elghanayan (also called Haj Habib, April 1912 –May 1979)
was a prominent Iranian Jewish businessman and philanthropist who served as
the president of the Tehran Jewish Society and acted as the symbolic head of
the Iranian Jewish community in the 1970s. He was arrested and sentenced to
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death by Islamic revolutionary tribunal shortly after the Islamic revolution, for
charges including corruption, contacts with Israel, Zionism, and “friendship
with the enemies of God” and with no trial was executed. He was the first Jew
and businessman to be executed by the Islamic government. Elghanayan had six
brothers, Aghadjan, Davoud, Nourollah, Sion, Ataollah and Nedjatollah. In 1959,
Elghanayan established Plasco, a plastics manufacturing factory in Tehran which
later became the largest and most technologically advanced plastic manufacturer
in Iran. He played a significant role in bringing Western technology to Iran in
the 1960/1970s. A self- made multi-millionaire, Elghanayan was known for his
entrepreneurial accomplishments in Iran and Israel.
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2017 Richard W. Lyman Award
Winner
1

Abbas Milani
Hamid and Christina Moghadam Director of Iranian
Studies, a co-director of the Iran Democracy Project
and a research fellow at the Hoover Institution2

By: Kathleen J. Sullivan 3
Since the moment he arrived on campus in 2003, Abbas
Milani began volunteering for Stanford. He’s participated
in almost all of our alumni programs, including regional club events, Classes
Without Quizzes, Sierra Camp, Leading Matters and most notably, Travel/Study.
A great Stanford ambassador, he receives rave reviews from alumni everywhere he
1- The Richard W. Lyman Award was established in 1983 in President Emeritus Richard W. Lyman’s
honor. The Award recognizes one outstanding faculty member for extraordinary service to the alumni
community and Stanford Alumni Association programs. Recipients generously donate time to alumni,
go beyond the expectations of University appointments and embody the mission of Stanford Alumni
Association.
2-First published in stanford News
https://news.stanford.edu/2017/11/15/stanford-alumni-association-honors-abbas-milani-greatstanford-ambassador-2017-lyman-award/
3- Kathleen Sullivan Is an American television journalist. She was hired as CNN anchor by former
president Reese Schonfeld in 1980. Her career has been involved in nearly every area of broadcasting.
For more than ten years, Sullivan was a news anchor, working at CNN, ABC News and CBS News. She
is a blogger for The Huffington Post.
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goes. Abbas’ expertise is U.S.-Iran Relations as well as Iranian Cultural, Political,
and Security issues. In his fourteen years at Stanford, he has taught courses on
modern Iranian politics, culture, and religion. He has published more than 20
books and 200 articles and book reviews. His latest book, The Shah, was chosen
by The Wall Street Journal as one of the books of the year
With current events in the Middle East being top of mind for many Stanford
alumni, Abbas is frequently requested as a regional speaker. He brings both
breadth and depth to timely and relevant discussions, bringing the subject to life
for Stanford alumni and brilliantly fielding questions
Abbas is an exceptional Travel/Study faculty leader and has traveled to places like
Turkey, the Persian Gulf, Saudi Arabia, Oregon, Egypt and more. His lectures
are erudite, yet down to earth and have been described as “mesmerizing.” Not
only is Abbas a great lecturer, but he is focused on delivering the best educational
experience possible for alumni. On trips he has regularly scheduled lectures, which
he gives brilliantly, but also goes out of his way to make himself accessible and
useful to the travelers. He is as comfortable in the theaters of Ashland as he is in
Cairo’s Tahrir Square, or a mosque in Morocco. And his ability to put travelers
at ease combined with his passion to share his knowledge about, and his love for,
his subjects and his country are truly extraordinary. Abbas embodies what SAA
looks for in a faculty speaker. He is generous with his time, responsive to alumni
requests, happy to travel far and wide, and graciously works with staff to help bring
the great work happening at Stanford out to our alumni.
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Legend of a New Diplomacy
From Dream to Reality
Available in Jan 2018
Ibex Publishers, Inc.
Post Office Box 30087, Bethesda, MD 20824 USA
ibexpub.com ~ info@ibexpub.com | Toll free (USA): 1-888-718-8188
Telephone: 301-718-8188 ~ Fax: 301-907-8707

by Professor Houchang Nahavandi
Former Chancellor of Tehran and Pahlavi Universities, President of the Board of
Trustees of the Society for Protection of Iranian Heritage
Ambassador Ardeshir Zahedi, well-known to our readers and to the diplomatic
community, has now completed Vol. III of his memoirs. This is a colossal work of
some 900 pages and a supplement of more than 3000 pages of original documents
covering the five crucial years (1967-1971) that he served at the head of the
Iranian diplomacy.
Zahedi, 3 times Ambassador to the Court of Saint James and to USA and one of
the architects of modern Iran had much contributed to the peace and security of
the region. Washington counted on him and his assistance in ending the Vietnam
War and in reconciliation with China.
In anticipation of the impending publication of his new book, we asked Dr
Houchang Nahavandi, former Chancellor of Tehran and Pahlavi Universities, a
Laureate of the French Academy, writer and critic to review the work for our
readers. Graciously, he granted.
******
The new volume of Memoirs of Mr Zahedi is about the five years (1967 to
1971) that he served as the Iranian Foreign Minister. There is consensus amongst
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• On amicable terms with Gerald and Betty Ford ©Zaedi.Family

friends and foes that these five years were the most brilliant moments in the annals
of the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. There are historians who have regarded
the five years of Zahedi as the “Golden Era” of Iran’s foreign policy, a judgment to
which I voluntarily subscribe.
Iran was respected everywhere. Iranians needed no visa to travel to almost any
country. Iran was present and counted upon in crucial international negotiations;
its arbitration and views were fervently solicited. Washington needed Iran and its
diplomatic credibility in negotiations for ending the Vietnam War or mediating to
establish relations with China and the countries of the far east.
Iranian diplomacy was at the very centre, playing a crucial role in restoring peace,
security and stability in the Middle East. The Iranian military might and the vigour
and vitality of its diplomacy went hand in hand and were judiciously employed as
an ace in the sleeve. No one was speaking anymore about the artificially concocted
conflicts between the Sunnites and Shiites. When Saudi Arabia, the country that
today is boasting of rivalry with Iran, was facing internal problems, division and
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• IRANIAN STATE VISIT TO USA 1969 President Nixon and The Shah of Iran ©Zaedi.Family

instability, it was Iran who responded to their call for help, saved the country and
restored authority. It is regrettable that the Saudi authorities of Riyadh did not
manifest the due gratitude and is opting for an attitude that is in all probability
orchestrated from outside.
With the current situation in the Middle East, it is likely that the chapters devoted
to the region may attract more of the reader’s attention. This should not distract
him from the important sections that trace Iran’s relations with other countries
of the world from the East to the West, from Asia to Africa including the part
known as the third or rather the developing world. In all these chapters, through
the words of the writer and the wealth of attached documents, the entire decisionmaking process in the diplomatic machinery of the country becomes transparent;
we can trace the process of application to the conclusion followed by analysis and
evaluation of the harvest.
The writer’s anecdotes and personal recollections mix with facts and figures to give
a pleasant flavour to his work. They are all interesting, enriching and bear the mark
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of the writer’s personality. Political life is full of contradictions, the sweet and sour,
the minor details and major issues, the private and public all mix and mingle. They
often escape our attention but in fact they play an important role in life. Reality
is not always simple; paradoxes and perplexities are everywhere. Black is not only
black and white is not as white as it seems. The shades are more sophisticated than
they seem. Reading the Memoirs of Mr Zahedi will take us behind the curtain of
clouds into the core of truth.
In centres of diplomatic training and schools of international studies, the study
of the memoirs of the personalities who have been actively involved in shaping
international diplomacy has becomes an essential part of the curriculum. The
Memoirs of Ardeshir Zahedi once published will, I have no doubt, become a
reference for historians and students of political sciences.
******
Two chapters of Volume III of Memoirs will probably invite more scrutiny and
satisfy the curiosity of the those who lived through the Shah’s reign and have long
been waiting for Zahedi to speak.
Hundreds if not thousands of articles and books have been published on the closing
chapter and the final days of the last Shah of Iran. The few pages that Zahedi writes
on the him are far from being biographical. He refuses to pass judgment admitting
that his emotional and family ties may distance him from fairness and impartiality.
But whatever he says is original, even to people like me that may claim to have
known the Shah and who had worked with him for years.
The section on “Minister of Foreign Affairs and his Internal Problems” primarily
deals with Mr Zahedi’s relations with Amir Abbas Hoveyda, Princess Ashraf,
SAVAK, a few other personalities or institutions. He also comments on the
controversial celebrations of the 2500th. year of the Iranian monarchy.
Zahedi has never expressed any doubt about the importance of the event and
the need for a universal homage to Cyrus the Great, the founder of the empire.
However, he does not hesitate to express his all-out disapproval of the way the
things were contrived and presented at Persepolis: the notorious luxury tents, the
extravagant dinner reception with almost nothing Iranian in or about it, the abuses,
the wastes - all smacking of lack of taste and responsibility. Ardeshir is right. The
details he gives and some revelations he makes show that though the idea was
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noble, the way it was realised provoked a great deal of legitimate criticism and
much public displeasure. It damaged rather than repair the image of our monarchy
and the institutions at a time we craved for it.
The stories related to serious managerial differences, at times clashes, between late
Prime Minister Hoveyda and Aredshir Zahedi have for years been entertaining the
imagination of gossip mongers, journalists and even our diplomatic representations.
Of all these, Zahedi has spoken in detail and with great sincerity; I do not need to
dwell on it longer now that Hoveyda is no more with us. Their discords or divisions
had their roots in fundamental personality differences, often psychological but
oftener related to the educational backgrounds of the two statesmen.
Hoveyda was not a man of direct confrontations; he had a fine taste for diplomacy,
but also for gossips and rumours. Fortunately, the Shah did not always take him
seriously but regrettably, as Zahedi confirms, he did not show any reactions either.
It has been said in numerous records and Alam the Court Minister also confirms
in his Memoirs -unless we doubt the authenticity- that Hoveyda did not appreciate
ministers with strong, independent personalities and would not hesitate to do all
he could to curb their ambitions or divide them to rule. The Shah knew this well
enough and was conscious of Hoveyda’s personal thirst for power.
In short term, the political games Hoveyda played and the attitude he adopted
were effective and continued to enhance his power. He secured his influence on the
high-ranking security and information authorities. He turned the Iran-E Novin
Party into a true political machinery in his service to the point that the Shah began
to be worried and hastily concocted the RASTAKHIZ (Resurrection Party). All
this was contrary to the interests of the nation and he paid a heavy price for it with
his head; a tragic destiny that he did not really deserve.
We read much about all this but little about the other side of the picture: Hoveyda’s
intellectual capacity, his knowledge of international affairs and his command of
several languages. He mastered French and Arabic better than Persian; he knew the
history of Europe better than that of his own country. Yet he was not emissary of
any foreign power and this was the quality that the Shah appreciated and perhaps
his major reason to keep him for 13 years at the head of the government. Was it
not a grievous error?
Unlike Hoveyda, Ardeshir Zahedi had no thirst for power. All he wanted was to
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serve his country. Far from being crafty or cunning, you can read his mind and see
his heart in his face. He says exactly what he feels. His friendships are sincere and
uncalculated. He does not meet people with prepared smiles. Ardeshir deplores
lies and is allergic to hypocrisy. When he does not like something or wants to
criticise someone, he does it face to face. Candour and transparency are easily
visible in his personal as well as his diplomatic relations.
There were many occasions when foreign governments or their representatives
asked the Shah if he could name someone else to represent him and his country
and sit at the table of negotiations so they could feel at ease; he never gave in. Some
of the documents in Volume II of his Memoirs are witness to this and commend
the reputation of the man who served at the head of the Iranian diplomacy for five
years.
From the moment the Shah stooped to pre-revolutionary pressures and unseated
Hoveyda from the Ministry of the Court, to a few days before he was arrested
(which I also consider as another political misconception) Zahedi did all he had
in power to save the Former Prime Minister’s life. He insisted that the Shah offer
him an ambassadorship. Brussels, being one of the favourite places Hoveyda had
spent a few years of his youth as a student was suggested. He refused. We can
never know, but had he been proposed a more prestigious mission, he might have
probably accepted. The next idea coming from Zahedi was to provide Hoveyda
with sufficient financial support and have him discreetly leave the country on board
one of the private planes that the court had at disposal. Hoveyda categorically
declined.
Hoveyda believed strongly in his innocence, he also thought he could count on
the help of at least some of the multitude of prominent Mullahs he had nourished
from the almost unlimited secret funds he had at his disposition. He was wrong,
an error of judgement that only one in his place could understand. The new
leaders, turbaned or not, were on the front line asking for his head so that he
might not have any chance to reveal their secrets and the dubious connections
they used to have.
******
Revenons à nos moutons!
The life story of Ardeshir Zahedi is known to everyone, needless to repeat. There
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are, however, certain points about his character, some personal traits, that do not
appear in the official biographies and I personally regret.
Dr Ferydoon Zandfard, a distinguished veteran diplomat, who had a prominent
post in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, before and even after the revolution, has
devoted a whole chapter of his work to Ardeshir Zahedi and his personality:
(Souvenirs of Years of Service at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Iran’s New
Diplomacy).
Mr Zandfard was a close associate of Mr Zahedi’s and I did not have this privilege.
My first contacts with Mr Zahedi go back to the years I served as Minister of
Housing and Development and began to enjoy his generous encouragements.
Soon after I was sent to Shiraz as the Chancellor of the university and he was
appointed as Iran’s Ambassador to the Court of Saint James. Our initial formal
contacts turned to real friendship when I became Chancellor of the University
of Tehran and he was Minister of Foreign Affairs. This led to a lasting friendship,
unbroken ties strengthened by our situation in exile far from the country we both
so much love.
It is normal that I should have a different view of Ardeshir Zahedi. The first and
foremost quality I see in Zahedi is his love for Iran garnished with impassioned
devotion, a kind of worshipping. He truly loves all Iranians, wherever that they
might be and of whatever creed, origin or faith. He feels proud and gets even
excited when he hears about their achievements. In his judgements, he makes a
distinction between an un-endurable regime that confiscated his and his family’s
properties and condemned him to death and the noble people of Iran.
The prosperity of the nation, the preservation of its heritage and interests of its
noble people are more relevant to him than the kind of government they have or
may have. We all witnessed the courage, determination and conviction with which
he defended the rights of the nation, its desire for independence, its legitimate
claims to use the nuclear energy for progress and peace. The echoes of his words
and the force of his convictions were not negligible. Later, he adopted the same
attitude regarding the conflicts with some neighbouring Arab nations or whenever
the vital interests of the country were in question.
In international negotiations, Zahedi had his own method: direct and transparent
with an approach entirely uncommon in diplomacy. We have so many examples of
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the moments he completely destabilised his counterparts and left them desperate
or on the defensive.
Another distinct quality in Aredshir is his genuine sense of gratitude to all who
had helped him or his father in the difficult days. In friendship, he is unswerving
and dependable. It is best not to provoke his anger or his enmity though he has
never betrayed or behaved unmanly and has remained noble even with foes.
Ardeshir’s respect for the predecessors is well known but his love and admiration
for his late father, General Zahedi, is beyond description; Hamlet-like, almost
legendary. He always feels that his father is present and has an eye on everything
he does or says. Once I was returning, in the company of Mrs Vakili, wife of late
Ambassador Vakili and a close relative of Ardeshir’s, from Victoria Restaurant on
the surrounding hilltops of Montreux. Ardeshir was driving and talking about
something he had done the previous day, suddenly he slowed down, turned to us
and asked: “And what would my father have said in this case? How would he have
reacted?” This was not the only time he revealed his metaphysical affections.
General Zahedi for him was more than father, he was a model, a source of
inspiration. He often blames himself why he cannot be like him. His mother, Mrs
Pirnia and the maternal grandfather
Motamen ol Molk have galvanised his
personality and led him in his youth.
Motamen ol Molk, a political icon of
modern Iranian history, looked after
Ardeshir; father-like, he accompanied
him to school and protected the
young boy while General Zahedi was
taken prisoner by the British and kept
in the Palestinian camps.
Ghavam ol Saltaneh, for his diplomatic
talent and the major role he played in
saving Azerbaijan, Mohamad Saed
for his resistance against the Russian
invaders; Taghi Zadeh, Hakim ol
Molk, Nasrolmolk Hedyat, Adl ol Molk
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Dadgar; Haeri Zadeh, close associate of Modaress, Mossed and General Zahedi;
Ali Asghar Hekmat are amongst other predecessors of whom Zahedi speaks with
great respect and has many recollections from their time. The companions of his
father, the great army commanders like General Morteza Yazdi Panah or General
Shah Bakhti and General Esmaeel Shafaei have their special place in his heart.
I do not need to speak about a host of other personalities mentioned in the book
to whom he feels beholden for the services they have done to his beloved country,
nor of his colleagues and associates in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of whom he
speaks with affection and gratitude throughout his work. Yet I may need to add
that in all the years after the revolution Ardeshir has never hesitated to rush to the
help and look after the ones in financial strain or health problem. I shall not give
names or further details for he prefers discretion and would not like it.
He had affectionate relations with the Shah’s first wife, Queen Fawzieh, the
grandmother of his only daughter, Princess Mahanz. With the fall of Gamal Abdol
Nasser, restrictions on travelling for Egyptian citizens relaxed and Queen Fawzieh
regularly went to Montreux to see Ardeshir and her children, often staying in
his house. He remained close and loyal to her to the last minute and has never
abandoned the Queen’s descendants. Despite certain unfounded rumours, Ardeshir
had warm and friendly relations with Queen Soraya even after her divorce from
the Shah. Soraya and the Shah were in love to the very end. They were both grateful
to Ardeshir. On his relationship with Queen Farah much has already been written
and said, no need for more.
These were some of the points I wanted to bring to the reader’s attention while
waiting for the publication of the new volume of Memoirs.
History will refer to the good years of the Shah and the five years of Ardeshir at
the head of Iranian diplomacy as a glorious period, a legend.
******
It would be a pity not to add a few words about the relation of Ardeshir and the
Shah in the last days of his life while waiting for him to speak in detail in Volume
IV of his Memoirs.
In the last weeks preceding the 79 revolution, when the monarchy was trembling
and the country was burning in chaos, in those moments of loss and indecision
several leading statesmen, the commanders of the armed forces encouraged by
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some eminent religious leaders and intellectuals referred to Ardeshir Zahedi as
their only remaining hope. In the early days of the government of Sharif Emami,
the Shah asked Zahedi to return to Tehran and be by his side. He needed his
experience and help in dealing with the Americans and their mounting pressure.
Zahedi was expected to arrive at Tehran airport in all discretion. When he landed
at Mehrabad, he was surprised by the presence of a large group of diplomats, civil
and military personalities and journalists who were waiting to welcome him back.
They all believed that he was the man of the hour; the one who could probably lead
the country out of the tumultuous state and the dangers it faced. Disappointment
with Sharif Emami and his government was almost universal. He was doomed
from the very start.
From the moment Ardeshir was back, Hesarark, his residence in the North of
Tehran, became a gathering centre for all who wanted to see a strong government
in control and something urgent done to save the country. I called him and he
invited me to join him for breakfast the day following his return. I lived not far
from his house. As I arrived at his door and parked my car, I was amazed by
the size of the crowd gathering at the entrance. Most of them were the generals,
politicians, members of parliament, university professors and journalists that I
knew personally. When shaking hands and greeting them they all had one thing to
say: “’When you see Ardeshir please tell him to step forward; it is time to move.”
My conversation with the host was around the same topic. He shared our views
and admitted that there was little hope in Sharif Emami’s government in which I
had an ephemeral presence under personal pressure from the Shah.
Ardeshir had a great ace in sleeves and that was the full support of the army
commandment. He had warm relations with all of them. They believed in him
and had all kept great memories of the days they had worked under the command
of his father, General Zahedi. Members of the Imperial Guard admired him; the
commander of the Royal Air Force was an intimate friend.
He had good contact with the Shiite hierarchy and personal relationship with
leading Ayatollahs. The great Ayatollah Khoui, the most prominent religious figure
who lived in Najaf wanted Ardeshir to react to the rise of Khomeini in whom
he had little confidence. He sent his personal agate ring as a token of confidence
to Ardeshir, but in a chivalric gesture he offered it to the Shah. In his message
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to Zahedi he said if there is a change and “you accept to head the government,
I would march through the frontiers and return to Iran.” This would have been
an unprecedented and symbolic move. He planned to stay in Ghom to unite the
Muslims behind the new government. This would have entirely overshadowed the
supporters of Khomeini and eclipsed their manifestations. The Grand Ayatollah
Shariatmadari, the most influential figure in Azerbaijan and very popular in
the whole country and the Great Ayatollah Ahmad Khonsari did not hide their
sentiments. They kept encouraging Ardeshir to assume responsibility.
He decided to test the reaction of people. Accompanied by some of the commanders
of the armed forces, he went on pilgrimage to the holy Shrine of Abdolazim in
Rey, South of Tehran. He talked to the pilgrims and visitors, to the people here
and there. Their welcome was warm and sincere without any sign of hostility.
Encouraged by the experience he left two days later with the same generals to the
holy city of Mashhad and met with the leading Ayatollahs. He promised that in a
short time everything would return to normal.
He then discreetly arranged for fifteen of the highly respected and well known
religious figures to meet with the Shah and exchange their ideas. The meeting was
successful and ended in a unanimous declaration of support of the regime by the
participants. They condemned violence and terror that was perpetrated by the
fanatics, meaning Khomeini’s supports but without mentioning his name.
Everyone thought that this was a prelude to Zahedi’s nomination at the head of the
government. His supporters chose the Bagh-e-shah Barracks for the headquarters
in the first days of the new government. Rumours had spread everywhere in and
out of the country. Michael A. Ledeen and William Lewis, in their “Debacle:
The American Failure in Iran.” December 1982, Vintage books, have extensively
commented on the question and are of the opinion that “Zahedi was the only man
who might rescue the Shah.” The Sunday Times also covered the story and shared
the same opinion.
The Shah and the Queen showed no reaction to the public sentiments; they
ignored the express demand of a good number of generals and religious leaders.
They never offered the Premiership to Zahedi. The entourage of the Queen who
were now meddling in all the affairs were openly hostile. They had their fears of
Zahedi and his popularity and were brooding on other alternatives such an Islamic
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• Hosting Richard Nixon at his private Residence ©Zaedi.Family

Monarchy or a version of the monarchy dubbed as “Social-Democratic.” Some of
them had their personal grudge against the Shah. The sick man had become too weak
and no one feared him any longer. To satisfy their hidden desire, they were ready, and
this was manifest, to burn the house to frighten the mouse away!
The principle fear of the opponents was that with the support of the army and the
clergy, Zahedi would be in a powerful position to put an end to all abuses and the
widespread corruption in the circle. They were raising arguments and spreading
rumours that Zahedi was not popular amongst the followers of the National Front or
that the British did not trust or like him.
It was in fact not far from the truth to say that some British policy makers were
not good friends for either Zahedi the father or the son though on the personal
level, Ardeshir had good relationship with most of the eminent personalities. The
British had unlawfully arrested his father and kept him in solitary confinement for
three years. In the late 1960’s, the British Embassy in Tehran kept sending unfair
and malevolent reports to London about Ardeshir. They considered him hostile, an
angry man with perilous influence, a man on whom the British could not count.
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A few years later with the talk of the
nomination of Ardeshir spreading, the
Embassy wrote to the Foreign Office
“The appointment of Zahedi would be a
declaration of war against Her Majesty’s
Government.” The reader can refer to
the documents in his Memoirs. There
are numerous other examples.
The attitude of Washington was, as
usual, paradoxical and unclear. The
American Embassy in Tehran and the
State Department in Washington D.C.
had for long established contacts with
the critics of the Shah, encouraging
certain oppositions, consciously or
unconsciously paving the way for
the fall of the regime. On the other
hand, Pentagon and some influential advisors to the White House like Zbigniew
Brzezin´ski, had their serious doubts and did not hide their consternation of
continuing such approach.
Everyone was waiting for the Shah to take his final decision. King Hossein of
Jordan and King Hassan of Morocco were trying to convince him that if he stood
firm against the oppositions and allowed the army to bring the situation back to
normal -something which was within the reach- the Americans would change
their mind and would have no other choice but to support him. Later on, when
the Shah was convalescing in Cairo, he confessed to me that he had committed
a mistake not having listened to his friends’ advice. He then repeatedly and on
numerous occasions admitted that he had miscalculated or at least misinterpreted
the attitude of the Western powers.
In the end, the Shah did not offer Premiership to Zahedi. He was in a position
and enjoyed such support that he could have taken the initiative by himself if
he wanted. But Zahedi was not a man who would wage a coup or do something
against the Shah’s will. When in Morocco in the company of the Shah, a trusted
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friend disclosed that he had heard the Shah telling Zahedi: “’But Ardeshir, if I had
appointed you they would have killed you” and Ardeshir had replied: “At least I
would have died like a man in the battle field.”
I have always been hesitating to raise such painful questions with Ardeshir but I
think the time has now come for him to speak. If the legitimate question of “Would
he have succeeded if he was trusted with the mission?” be raised, my answer would
be that at least his chances were much greater than anyone else. Alas, we cannot
write the history twice.
******
I shall be brief and conclude this review.
Many have written, are writing and will be writing about Ardeshir. They all admit
that he is a man of an extraordinary courage, free-spoken, at times impatient and
bold. I have witnessed his restiveness becoming visible and more frequent with the
passage of time and growing of age.
I would say without the slightest reserve that he is a passionate patriot, an avid
lover of Iran and Iranians; a man of faith; heroic in true sense; acclaimed and
respected as the personification of the “legend of Iranian New Diplomacy” in the
age of glories, fame and force.
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• Queen Fawzia
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• Queen Soraya
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• Queen Farah
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• Aboard US Presidential Plane Airforce One with HIM and Mr & Mrs H. Chatto during State
Visit to USA in November 1977 ©Zaedi.Family

• Frequent guests of the Annenbergs at -Sunnylands- in California — with Ronald Reagan,
Walter Annenberg, Nancy Reagan, H. John Heinz III- Ardeshir Zahedi and Leonore Annenberg
at Sunnylands- Rancho Mirage ©Zaedi.Family
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• 1970 - IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER Ardeshir Zahedi WELCOMING SOVIET
SUPREME LEADER, PRESIDENT NIKOLAI PODGORNY AT MEHRABAD AIRPORT —
with Asadollah Alam, Nikolai Podgorny and Ardeshir Zahedi in Tehran- Iran ©Zaedi.Family

• with George Bush the Father ©Zaedi.Family
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• Foreign Ministers inAccord ©Zaedi.Family

• The Shah, Henry Kissinger and Ardeshir Zahedi ©Zaedi.Family
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Opinion Is Saudi Arabia
Pushing Israel Into War With
1
Hezbollah and Iran?
What connects Lebanese PM Saad Hariri’s sudden
resignation and Hezbollah’s assassination threat with Saudi
Arabia and Israel?

It’s all about Iran.
But Israel must not be manuevered by an impatient Riyadh
into a premature confrontation.

by Daniel B. Shapiro
Daniel B. Shapiro is Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Institute for National Security
Studies in Tel Aviv. He served as U.S. Ambassador to Israel, and Senior Director for
the Middle East and North Africa at the National Security Council, during the Obama
Administration. Twitter: @DanielBShapiro
Saad Hariri, who resigned last month as Prime Minister of Lebanon, always faced
a no-win situation trying to serve in that role. His departure heralds the latest
ratcheting up of tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran playing out across the
region, with significant implications for Israel.
Hariri is a good man, but not a natural political leader. His role as the leader of
Lebanon’s Sunni bloc was thrust upon him by the assassination of his father, Prime
1- This article appeared in Middle East Journal.
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Minister Rafik Hariri, in 2005.
During his first term as prime minister, from 2009 to 2011, Saad chose, by design,
to operate in his father’s imposing shadow. When I visited his compound in Beirut,
I was struck not only by the opulent wealth and suffocating security arrangements,
but by the extreme deference to Rafik’s memory. In the salon where he received
guests, Saad sat in the second chair on the Lebanese side. The first was reserved for
a black ribbon-draped portrait of his father.
But there was another force that thrust him into that role: his Saudi patrons. Saudi
Arabia had long backed the Sunnis in Lebanon’s multi-sectarian political system
and during the civil war. But they also provided a base and financial backing for the
Hariri business empire. Hariri could not move right or left without Saudi support,
nor could he rebuff their orders that he return to Lebanon as prime minister.
During Hariri’s first term, he faced no end of headaches: Hezbollah-affiliated
ministers in the cabinet who could bring down his government at any time; the
unfinished business of the Special Tribunal investigating his father’s murder; and the
taunts and bullying of Hezbollah’s ally, Bashar Assad in Syria. The certain knowledge
that Hezbollah, backed by Assad, were the culprits in his father’s killing must have
made each day a special kind of torture.
Those reassure all reflected Iran’s ongoing attempt to retain its influence in Lebanon,
and recover the ground they had lost when the March 14 popular uprising following
Hariri senior’s assassination resulted in the withdrawal of Syrian troops after 30
years.
With sustained support from Saudi Arabia and the United States, Saad Hariri
withstood these pressures for a time. But Saudi support wavered in 2010, when
Prince Abdul Aziz, the son of then-King Abdallah, pursued a rapprochement with
Assad. When Hariri refused to play along, Hezbollah withdrew its ministers from
his government, bringing it down in humiliating fashion while Hariri met with
President Barack Obama in Washington in January 2011.
Knowing that history, I was frankly surprised when he returned to the premiership
late last year, following a protracted government stalemate, so bad that even the
Lebanese trash was not being collected. The logjam was only broken when Michel
Aoun, a Christian ally of Hezbollah, ascended to the presidency.
Why would Hariri return under an even tougher set of circumstances than those
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that prevailed during his first term? Once again, because the Saudis made him an
offer he couldn’t refuse.
But this was a new breed of Saudi rulers. King Abdallah had no love for Iran, whom
he described as the head of the snake spreading poison throughout the Middle East.
But he picked his spots for confronting his rivals, and cut his losses in Lebanon
in 2011. His successor, King Salman bin Abdul Aziz al-Saud, and his son Prince
Mohammed bin Salman (MBS), seem determined to contest Iran from Yemen to
Syria to Lebanon. Getting their man, Hariri, back to Beirut at least gave them a
player on the field. Hariri faced a truly impossible task.
Hezbollah’s dominance of Lebanese politics has only increased. Despite continued
U.S. support for the Lebanese Armed Forces, ostensibly a multi-confessional
counterweight to the Shia forces, is has become increasingly clear that Hezbollah
can intimidate, infiltrate, and when called upon, dominate them.
The winding down of the Syrian civil war made it even worse. As long as the fighting
raged, Hezbollah’s priority was shoring up the Assad regime, which has facilitated
the conveyance of Iranian weapons into Hezbollah’s hands. As Assad’s future has
been assured, under Russian and Iranian sponsorship, Hezbollah fighters have
been returning home to Lebanon, and their leadership has been able to refocus on
internal Lebanese battles.
Hariri has long known that as prime minister, he lived on borrowed time. At
Hezbollah’s whim, at any moment, his father’s fate could become his own. It’s fair to
say that the assassination attempts he alluded to in his resignation announcement
represented a death threat he always faced. It was only a question of when Hezbollah
would choose to operationalize it.
The bigger question is whether his resignation is a sign that the Saudis withdrew
their support for him once again. At first blush, that would not seem consistent with
King Salman and MBS’s overall desire to confront Iran’s proxies on every front.
But it is plausible that the Saudis are trying to create the context for a different
means of contesting Iran in Lebanon: an Israeli-Hezbollah war.
With Assad clearly having survived the challenge posed by Saudi-backed rebels,
the Saudi leadership may hope to move its confrontation with Iran from Syria to
Lebanon. By pulling Hariri out of his office, they may hope to ensure that Hezbollah
gets stuck with the blame and responsibility for Lebanon’s challenges, from caring
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for Syrian refugees to mopping up Al Qaida and ISIS affiliates.
That could, the Saudis may believe, lead Hezbollah to seek an accelerated
confrontation with Israel as a means of unifying Lebanese support for their
dominance. As indicated in a different context - this week’s arrests of Saudi princes
in a putative corruption crackdown - King Salman and MBS have little patience to
establish their desired order. Israeli leaders have been preparing for the next war
with Hezbollah since 2006.
Iran’s increasing assertiveness across the region makes clear that, even more than
the last war, it will be a fight to diminish the Iranian threat on Israel’s borders. Israel
and Saudi Arabia are fully aligned in this regional struggle, and the Saudis cannot
help but be impressed by Israel’s increasing assertiveness to strike at Iranian threats
in Syria.
Israel will have to make its own decision when the time is right for that fight. When
the moment of truth arrives, Israel’s allies, with the United States in the lead, should
give it full backing. An act of Iranian or Hezbollah aggression may well be the spark,
as their malign intentions are perfectly clear.
But Israeli leaders will want to take care not to find themselves backed into a
premature confrontation by the manoeuvres of their allies who sit in Riyadh.
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THE IRAN DEAL:
The Dog's Dinner Obama
1
Dished Out
“Trump violates international treaty!”
“Trump tears up pact signed by world
powers!”.
by Amir Taheri 2
These were some of the headlines that pretended to report US President Donald
Trump’s move on the “Iran nuclear deal” last week. Some in the Western media
even claimed that the move would complicate the task of curbing North Korea as
Pyongyang might conclude that reaching any deal with the world powers, as Iran
did, is useless.
But what is it exactly that Trump has done?
Before answering that question let’s deal with another question. Is Obama’s Iran
“deal” a treaty?
The answer is: no.
1- www.eng-archive.aawsat.com/amir-taheri/opinion/iran-deal-dogs-dinner-obama-dished
2- Amir Taheri was the executive editor-in-chief of the daily Kayhan in Iran from 1972 to 1979. He has
worked at or written for innumerable publications, published eleven books, and has been a columnist
for Asharq Al-Awsat since 1987. Mr. Taheri has won several prizes for his journalism, and in 2012 was
named International Journalist of the Year by the British Society of Editors and the Foreign Press
Association in the annual British Media Awards.. He is the Chairman of Gatestone Europe.
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It is, as Tehran says, “a roadmap” in which Iran promises to take some steps in
exchange for “big powers” reciprocating by taking some steps of their own.
Even then, the “roadmap” or “wish-list” as former US Secretary of State John Kerry
described it, does not have an authoritative text; it comes in five different versions,
three in Persian and two in English, with many differences.
The “wish-list” hasn’t been signed by anyone.
Nor has it been submitted, let alone approved, by the legislative organs of any of the
countries involved.
The various texts do not envisage any arbitration mechanism to decide whether or
not it has been implemented. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
which was not involved in shaping the deal, is charged with the task of assessing and,
if possible, certifying, Iranian compliance. But there is no mechanism for assessing
and certifying whether other participants have done what they are supposed to do.
Legally speaking, the so-called deal doesn’t exist and thus cannot be “torn up” by
anybody.
The trouble with the “deal” starts with its genesis.
Jack Straw, a former British Foreign Secretary and an ardent supporter of Iran, had
told me that the idea began at a meeting in his official residence in London with
then US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. At that time the IAEA had established
that Iran had violated the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) and had asked
the UN Security Council (UNSC) to take action. The UNSC had passed resolutions
that Iran had rejected because the mullahs didn’t want to appear to be repeating
Saddam Hussein’s “mistake” of walking into “UN resolutions trap.”
Straw came up with the idea of creating an ad hoc group to work out a deal with
Tehran, by-passing the IAEA and the Security Council, thus flattering the mullahs
that they were given special treatment because their regime was special.
It seems that Rice was receptive and initiated a “bold move” by inviting then
secretary of Iran’s High Council of National Security, Ali Ardeshir, alias Larijani,
to Washington exactly at the time that Straw was about to leave office. Over 100 US
visas were issued for Larijani and his entourage.
But Iran’s “Supreme Guide” vetoed the visit at the last minute.
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When Barack Obama entered the White House, he revived the scheme and after secret
talks with Tehran in Oman, arranged by his Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, he
transformed the idea into a process.
Tehran felt that in Obama it had a friend in Washington.
And, Obama really went out of his way to woo and flatter the mullahs. He created a
parallel Security Council, composed of the five “veto” holding powers plus Germany
which was and remains Iran’s principal trading partner.
The concoction, dubbed P5+1, was never given an official status.
It was not formally and legally appointed by anybody, had no written mission
statement, implied no legal commitment for members and was answerable to no one.
Tehran accepted the trick with its usual attitude of sulking pride.
Larijani’s successor, Saeed Jalili, boasted that the Islamic Republic’s “special
status” was recognized by “big powers”, implying that such things as NPT or even
international law as a whole didn’t apply to Iran.
Jalili proved a pain in the neck. He saw talks with the P5+1 as a mechanism for Iran
to suggest, if not dictate, the course of events on a global scale.
He was not ready to talk about Iran’s nuclear cheating unless the P5+1 also discussed
Iran’s plans for a range of international problems.
In one meeting, Jalili displayed his “package” dealing with “problems that affect
humanity”, from the environment to the “total withdrawal of the American Great
Satan” from the region.
Somewhere along the way, the European Union, encouraged by Britain and
Germany, hitch-hiked and secured a side-chair along the P5+1. The idea was to
use the EU foreign policy point-person as a punching bag against Iranians who
appeared unwilling to play. Thus, the P5+1 was enlarged into a Group of 31, that
is to say 28 EU members plus the US, China and Russia. (At one point Brazil,
Turkey and Kazakhstan also seemed to have won side-chairs with the group but
were quickly disembarked.)
Once Jalili was out of the picture, as the new Iranian President, Hassan Rouhani,
named his Foreign Minister Mohammed Javad Zarif as point-man, things began
to move fast.
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• Then U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry talks with Iranian
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif on May 17, 2016 in Vienna, Austria.
Image source: U.S. State Department

During his long years in the US, part of it as diplomat in New York, Zarif had
established contacts with the Democratic Party, including John Kerry who took
over from Mrs. Clinton as Secretary of State. Zarif persuaded his bosses not to
miss “the golden opportunity” provided by Obama’s administration which included
many “sympathizers” with Iran.
Thus, in just two years what had proved impossible for 10 years became possible.
A vague text was established, fudging the issue, and declaring victory for both sides.
The participants in the game agreed to keep the text away from their respective
legislatures so as not to risk scrutiny of the witches’ brew they had cooked.
The so-called “deal” was dubbed a non-binding “roadmap”, implying that the
“roadmap” isn’t the same as the journey.
Two years after unveiling, the “roadmap” remains just that.
Neither Iran nor the G31 have delivered on their promises. Iran’s path to developing
nuclear weapons remains open, although this doesn’t mean that Tehran is currently
making a bomb. For their part, the G31 have not canceled the sanctions imposed
on Iran.
Both sides have lied to one another and to their respective audiences.
Obama has left a dog’s dinner of diplomatic deception. Interestingly, Trump hasn’t
thrown that dog’s dinner into the dustbin and promises to rearrange and improve it.
Is that possible?
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How the US did Iran a favor
in the Middle East 1
by Arzu Yilmaz
Dr Arzu Yilmaz is Chair of Department of International
Relations at American University of Kurdistan.
The views expressed in this article are the author’s own.
It does not necessarily reflect Rahavard’s editorial policy

Kurdish aspirations for independence in Iraq faced the obstinate resistance of both
regional and international actors which favored the territorial integrity of Iraq. The
rationale for their stance was that the independence of Kurdistan would undermine
the stability of Iraq.
Regardless of whether such predictions were right or wrong, Iraq’s one and only stable
region has now been dragged into the persistent and endemic instability of the rest
of the country. The political impasse that arose from both the intra-Kurdish conflict
and Baghdad’s aggressive policy of controlling borders, drove Iraqi Kurdistan swiftly
into turbulence. The conditions in the Kurdish region are exacerbated by the newly
imposed sanctions and negotiations over the 2018 Iraqi budget, which deepen the
ongoing economic crisis.
Persistence of the international and regional powers’ “one-Iraq” policy has evidently

1- Aljazeera Nov 14th, 2017
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• Members from the Popular Mobilization Units (PMUs) hold a portrait of Quds Force
Commander Major General Qassem Suleimani [Reuters/Thaier Al-Sudani]

resulted in the emergence of a “two-Iran” reality in the Middle East. The increasing
Iranian influence over Baghdad throughout the fight against the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS) concluded with Tehran’s proxies
dominating the country’s “disputed areas” and Kurdistan proper. It is fair to claim
that the future of Iraq is now in the hands of Iran today, rather than any other
regional and/or international actor.
What probably surprised many was the decisive role which the head of Iran’s
Quds Force (a unit of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, IRGC), Qassem
Suleimani, played in the Iraqi forces’ intervention in Kirkuk just two days after
US President Donald Trump imposed a new set of sanctions on the IRGC for “its
support for terrorism”.
It was also quite surreal to hear the US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson declare that
the “Iranian militias in Iraq [need] to go home” a week after Iranian-backed Popular
Mobilization Units (PMUs) first entered and took control of Kirkuk while the United
States stood by indifferent, if not supportive. Baghdad’s response to Tillerson clarified
the expanding borders of Iranian power in Iraq: Baghdad acknowledged Suleimani’s
role as a “military advisor” to the PMUs and declared that “no country can interfere
in Iraq’s affairs”.
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In light of the US-backed developments in Saudi Arabia that directly target Iran
and its allies in the region, it is all the more curious that Washington chose to
abandon the Kurds and leave the Iraqi political space wide open to Tehran.
To the US, Peace Means Territorial Integrity
It is essential to remind everyone that the US has never succeeded in brokering
a durable peace agreement for any of the conflicts in the Middle East - even if
Presidents Jimmy Carter and Barack Obama were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
for their efforts to that end!!!
The US has registered relative success in containing conflicts within given
territories. Safeguarding the existing political borders in the Middle East has been
the US’ foremost priority, and the “stability” that peace agreements would bring has
been defined merely as a state of territorial integrity.
Can Syria’s Kurds Avoid Their Iraqi Brethren’s Fate?
Washington’s reaction towards the crisis that broke out in the Middle East due to
the Arab Spring was therefore not an exception. Since the cross-border nature of
the Arab Spring that motivated the masses was, above all else, a threat to existing
political borders, the US and the international community as a whole tried to
maintain “stability” once again by reinforcing the territorial integrity of each state
and/or by continuing support for the dictatorial regimes.
In this regard, it is fair to claim that ISIL was designated a global threat not merely
because of its brutal acts. The international coalition was formed once ISIL
“abolished” the political borders between Syria and Iraq by establishing control
over a contiguous stretch of territory.
In the end, the fight against ISIL was an attempt to contain the conflict within
Iraq and Syria by safeguarding the existing political borders, but nothing more.
There is no remarkable effort to establish peace in the post-ISIL era; there is only
an attempt to rebuild the former status quo that actually triggered the emergence
of ISIL.
Cornering the Kurds, Boosting Iran
Today, evidently it is the Kurds’ turn to be pushed back into their proper place
within the existing political borders. Until the Arab Spring, the long-standing
Kurdish “problem” remained a domestic issue for Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran. But
the war in Syria and the rise of ISIL transformed the Kurdish issue into a regional
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one, as existing political borders that had cut through Kurdish territory vanished.
In the wake of such an existential transformation, the fruitless struggle for
democratic rights shifted to a struggle for the defense of Kurdistan that paved the
way for Kurdish aspirations for either independent or autonomous self-rule. And,
the US was, in fact, the most important contributor to that process even if it had
never supported publicly either of those Kurdish desires.
It was the US that supported the Kurds of Iraq and Syria to take control of more than
210km of the Iraqi-Syrian border. Furthermore, the US encouraged Iraqi and Syrian
Kurds to cooperate, for instance in Kobane in 2014, and even initiated meetings in
Duhok and Erbil to build a political and military partnership between the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) and the Rojava administration.
In this context, the contradictory US attitudes towards recent developments in Iraq
are indeed a revision of a broader contradictory policy concerning its role in the
wake of a new Kurdish political equilibrium in the Middle East. Kurds - in Iraq
and elsewhere - interpreted US overreaction to the Kurdish referendum as a sign
that they should not go beyond their allotted boundaries. For some Syrian Kurds,
US actions signaled that perhaps the timing was wrong and that it should be a US
decision.
It is worth noting that if the intention was merely maintaining stability in Iraq, then
the US could have easily managed the Kurdish referendum process in a peaceful
manner. The KRG president at the time, Masoud Barzani himself repeatedly
highlighted that the referendum did not mean an actual declaration of independence,
that it was an expression of the Kurdish will.
The US, however, preferred not only to trigger the tensions which eventually paved
the way for greater Iranian influence in Iraq but also to sit back and watch the
destruction of the KRG presidency. Yet the KRG has so far gained a symbolic
representation value and capacity in the name of all Kurds beyond Iraqi Kurdistan’s
borders.
Consequently, it is doubtful whether it would be possible to push the Kurdish issue
back into the existing political borders. What is clear, however, is that the political
catastrophe in Iraq indicates not only the failure of the Kurds but also of US policy
in the Middle East.
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In this volume Ardeshir Zahedi reveals, with honesty and detail, the intimate life of Iranian political
society and the imperial court. It recounts in detail the background and events of the summer of 1953
that led to the fall of Mossadegh and the coming to power of his Fazlollah Zahedi. Also included in the
book are previously unpublished documents that shine a new light on the events.
Ardeshir a descendant of two families that have shaped the history of Iran was born in 1928. His
father, Fazlollah Zahedi (1897–1963), served as prime minister and was an important political and
military figure of the Pahlavi period. His maternal grandfather was, Hossein Pirnia (Motamen olMolk), who served as the first prime minister of Iran after the establishment of the constitution in the
early twentieth century.
He presently lives in Montreux in Switzerland and is considered one of the most prominent
personalities of the Iranian Diaspora. He has been condemned to death by the courts of the
revolutionary government of Iran.
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.ﺣﺎل داﺳﺘﺎن ﮏ دورە از ﺗﺎر ـ ــﺦ اﻳﺮان اﺳﺖ

ﺧﺎﻃﺮات اردﺷ زا ﺪی ﮔﺰارش ﮏ زﻧﺪ ﭘﺮﺣﺎدﺛﻪ و در ﻋ

 ﻧﺨﺴﺖ وزﯾﺮ و ﭼﮭﺮه ﺳﺮﺷﻨﺎس ﻧﻈﺎﻣﯽ و ﺳﯿﺎﺳﯽ دوران ﭘﮭﻠﻮی و، ﺳﭙﮭﺒﺪ ﻓﻀﻞﷲ زاھﺪی، ﭘﺪرش.اردﺷﯿﺮ زاھﺪی از دو ﺧﺎﻧﺪان ﺳﯿﺎﺳﯽ ﻧﺴﺐ ﻣﯽﺑﺮد
 زﻧﺪﮔﯽ اردﺷﯿﺮ زاھﺪی ﯾﮏ زﻧﺪﮔﯽ. ﻧﺨﺴﺘﯿﻦ ﺻﺪراﻋﻈﻢ اﯾﺮان در دوره ﻣﺸﺮوطﮫ ﺑﻮد، ﻣﯿﺮزا ﻧﺼﺮﷲ ﺧﺎن ﻣﺸﯿﺮاﻟﺪوﻟﮫ،ﭘﺪر ﺑﺰرگ ﻣﺎدری او
. ﺗﻮﺳﻂ ﻗﻮای اﺷﻐﺎﻟﮕﺮ ﺑﺎزداﺷﺖ و ﺑﮫ زﻧﺪاﻧﯽ در ﺧﺎرج از اﯾﺮان ﻣﻨﺘﻘﻞ ﺷﺪ، در ﻣﻘﺎم ﻓﺮﻣﺎﻧﺪھﯽ ﻟﺸﮕﺮ اﺻﻔﮭﺎن، ﻧﻮﺟﻮان ﺑﻮد ﮐﮫ ﭘﺪرش.ﭘﺮﻣﺎﺟﺮاﺳﺖ
 ﻣﺮداد٢٨  ﺗﺎ٢۵ ﭘﺲ از آن ﺑﺮای اداﻣﮫ ﺗﺤﺼﯿﻞ ﺑﮫ اﻣﺮﯾﮑﺎ رﻓﺖ و از ﺑﺎزﮔﺸﺘ ﺶ ﺑﮫ اﯾﺮان ﭼﯿﺰی ﻧﮕﺬﺷﺘﮫ ﺑﻮد ﮐﮫ درﮔﯿﺮ ﻣﺎﺟﺮاھﺎی ﻣﻨﺘﮭﯽ ﺑﮫ وﻗﺎﯾﻊ
 ﭼﻨﺪ ﺳﺎل ﺑﻌﺪ ﺑﺎ دﺧﺘﺮ ﻣﺤﻤﺪرﺿﺎ ﺷﺎه ازدواج ﮐﺮد و ﮔﺮﭼﮫ اﯾﻦ ازدواج ﺑﮫ. راﺑﻂ ﻣﯿﺎن ﺷﺎه و ﻧﺨﺴﺖ وزﯾﺮ ﺑﻮد، در دوران ﻧﺨﺴﺖ وزﯾﺮی ﭘﺪرش.ﺷﺪ
 اردﺷﯿﺮ زاھﺪی در. او ھﻤﭽﻨﺎن دوﺳﺖ ﻧﺰدﯾﮏ و ﻣﺤﺮم اﺳﺮار ﭘﺎدﺷﺎه ﺑﺎﻗﯽ ﻣﺎﻧﺪ و اﯾﻦ راﺑﻄﮫ ﺗﺎ ﭘﺎﯾﺎن ﺳﻠﻄﻨﺖ و ﺣﯿﺎت ﺷﺎه اداﻣﮫ ﯾﺎﻓﺖ،ﺟﺪاﯾﯽ اﻧﺠﺎﻣﯿﺪ
 وزﯾﺮ اﻣﻮر ﺧﺎرﺟﮫ١٣۵٠  ﺗﺎ١٣۴۵  ﯾﮏ ﺑﺎر ﺳﻔﯿﺮ اﯾﺮان در اﻧﮕﻠﺴﺘﺎن و از ﺳﺎل،دو دھﮫ آﺧﺮ ﺳﻠﻄﻨﺖ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ رﺿﺎ ﺷﺎه دو ﺑﺎر ﺳﻔﯿﺮ اﯾﺮان در اﻣﺮﯾﮑﺎ
.ﺑﻮد
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