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Azadi: 

Zahedi: 
volume of my memoirs. I have com- missioned 

materials I have recorded. To the people of Iran 
and to the memory of my father, this is our duty 
...

Azadi: 

Zahedi: Please

Azadi: 

Zahedi: During Sharif Ema- mi’s government, 
and if I am not mistaken, this was during the time 
when Chinese President Hua Guofeng came to 
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informed that His Majesty wants to talk to me from 
Teh- ran. I immediately separated from my companions 
and went to the phone. His Majesty was on the phone. 

communication line, the sound was very weak. His 
Majesty told me to come to Tehran immediately. I felt 

receiving reports on the situa- tion in Iran, even while 
traveling out- side of Washington DC.

I immediately handed over the crown Prince to Dr. 

who was with us, to take care of the rest of the visit, 

waiting for the plane at the airport with a few minutes 
delay and from there I went directly to Tehran.

Azadi:

Zahedi: 

International Airport. Usually my travels were done 
without formalities and almost without noise. Either 
His Majesty summoned me or I had to present him 

Especially upon arrival, only a handful of State 
Department and close friends were welcomed. It had a 
private and friendly aspect. This time, when I stepped 

which was really unexpected.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: More than forty-two years have passed from  Last days in Sa’d abad palace

Mohammad Reza Shah
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even know some of them exactly. Foreign Minister Amir 
Khosrow Afshar, who was a friend and colleague of mine, 

the Chief of General Staff, who was soon appointed to 
head the government, General Oveysi, Commander of 
the Land Forces, General Khademi, General Manager 
of the National Avi- ation of Iran, General Moghaddam, 
Chief of SAVAK, General Toofanian, and of course my 
dear friend General Manouchehr Khosrodad, may his 

the situation needs you, and stuff like that.” I shook hands 
with all those present and the necessary introductions 
were exchanged, and from there I went directly to the 
royal palace.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: 

to visit me alone outside the hall and said: The Shah is not 
in good spirits and I am afraid he might commit suicide. 
When I entered the room, after paying my respects, I saw 

pill. I took it from him. But it was one of his common 
medicines. I said, “I have come according to your orders. 

alone.

fatigue, our talks lasted until two in the morning.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: 

H.E. Ardeshir Zahedi
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Your answer is no. No such issue was raised. Talks revolved around the domestic situation 

5% in their speeches, which I told them I have not and did not see any proof for the claims. 
From then on, I went to see His Majesty almost every day and sometimes twice a day. I 

unrest in Gilan after  the First World War, then to the story of Fars and the story of Sheikh 

had ousted my father with the full authority of a state and an army to resolve this issue, 

our foreign enemies were taking advantage of it, we must act from a position of power. 
Both immediate political reforms and changes are necessary, as well as demonstrating the 
strength of the government and the military and their personal perseverance.

His Majesty remained silent and did not answer.

Of course, nothing was done. In those circumstances, weakness was a sign of surrender 
and retreat.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: 
of my memoirs. I was and am a defender of the interests of my country, and do not speak 
or do anything to please any foreign government or country. When it comes to national 

anyone and we should not. Unfortunately, weakness was shown again. General Haig, 
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all these today.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: 
serve Iran and the Iranian people, and the Shah himself and the monarchy.

hold patriotic demonstrations.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: th

The crisis we faced was no less than that of August 1953. They wanted to use the leverage 
of the clergy to  
to this activity with the same tool. I was in constant contact with the Grand Ayatollah 

attention to them. At that time, I was in constant contact with Grand Ayatollah Khoei, 

Foreign Affairs. Khoei had a negative judgment on Khomeini, and  Khomeini was held 

agate ring as a token of gratitude, which I presented to His Majesty. Grand Ayatollah 
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Khoei said that  whenever  it is expedient (and  I  consider it 

of this action in those circumstances, turning the situation 
over and overshadowing everything? Unfortunately, this 
idea was not welcomed either.

In order to strengthen His Majesty’s spirit so that they know 
that the clergy community is not one voice against him, and 
perhaps even the majority of the clergy support His Majesty, 

They told him what to say. Some of them were the most 
important mullahs. Another appointment was made, which 

Khoei, Shariatmadari, and Khwansari and others could have 
done the same thing that Boroujerdi did on 28 Mordad. But 

and external provocations around His Majesty prevented 

The revolution did not win, 
we lost.

Was your trip to Mash- had and Rey for this 
purpose? 

Zahedi: Of course. I wanted to see and feel the reaction of 

and a place of pilgrimage for the people. Without prior 
notice, I went there with complete simplicity with the late 
Dr. Mohammad Ali Hedayati, former Minister of Justice 
and former representative of the parliment and some friends. 
The attitude of the people was really warm and loving. Some 
people told me, Mr. Zahedi, do something to get rid of this 
situation. People are tired.

They were right. People were tired of not knowing what 

Ayattollah Shariatmadari
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willing, or that: I will do whatever I can, I am in the service 

Azadi: 

Zahedi: 
military plane, together with some army leaders and of course 

No  security precautions were taken. I told them to leave the 
people alone. The treatment of the people there was really 
exciting. They knew. They would gather around me and 
the same things would happen again. They expected action 

And repeating the same sentence “Do something, people are 
waiting for you, we are tired.” I knew what people’s expecta- 

from a position of power. I knew people were tired.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: Yes. I tried to give hope to a few of them who were 

was the main lever to save the country, everyone knew that.

It was rumored in Tehran and later 
written in numerous articles and books that you 
welcomed and encouraged the appointment of 
various people to the post of Prime Minister. 
Among them was Dr. Muzaffar Baqaei, who was 
in fact one of the opponents, but everyone knew 
him as a patriotic man.

Zahedi: He was really patriotic. In the months after the 28th 

that were resolved. I have never lost contact with him since 
then. He would come to Hesarak from  time to time and we 

Washington and I made short trips to Tehran, I sometimes 
saw him. He had open criticism of the state of the country, 

to his liking. 
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within the framework of the constitution, the constitutional monarchy. 

Imperial Iranian Air Force. He explained his plan. I felt that after two long meetings with 
the Shah, His Majesty also agreed with his views. At the end of the meeting,  in Shirvani’s 

this in details in the fourth volume of my memoirs. The famous message “I heard the voice 

fall of the monarchy. They forced the king to say so.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: 
the situation.

And you did not think that you can do it directly without the Shah’s order? 
It seems that many army leaders made this offer to you to do so! 

Zahedi: I am not the man of the coup against His Majesty or someone to do something in 
spite of His Majesty. After the 28th of Mordad, as you know, many old and experi- enced 

and then do the invitation. My father, who was a little upset at the time, did not agree. He 
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said that my duty was to save the country and the monarchy. I entrust this deposit to His 

those circumstances. I had prepared myself. My friends were ready. The army was ready, 

in spite of illness, I do not hesitate to work for my homeland and defend the interests of 

of me. Some of them said that the National Front is against me. Others cited London 
is opposed to me. I heard Mr. Hasanain Heikal who was Nasser’s close freind, wrote 
somewhere: “If Zahedi takes power he will not act like his father and he will keep the 

Azadi: 

Zahedi: I do not know.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: Yes. In Morocco in the presence of two people His Majesty told me that if we 

I did this task until the last min- ute. I did what I could during his ordeal. In the last days 

closed his eyes and with president Anwar Sadat, that great man, I participated in washing 
later. I have a clear conscience 

I did for my King.

Azadi: 

Zahedi: God willing. 
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